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A MESSAGE FROM SCADDING COURT COMMUNITY CENTRE

In 2024, Scadding Court Community Centre remained a vital anchor in the community, responding
to persistent and emerging needs with compassion, innovation, and resilience. As the cost of living
continued to rise and the long-term impacts of the pandemic persisted, we saw an even greater

reliance on our programs and services—demonstrating just how essential our work continues to be.

This year, we deepened our commitment to supporting food security by expanding our food
hamper program and community meal initiatives. We grew our sports and recreation offerings to
include even more inclusive and accessible opportunities for children, youth, adults, and seniors.
Our programming emphasized not only physical activity, but also community building, leadership,
and mental wellness.

We were proud to host vibrant community events that activated our indoor and outdoor spaces,
brought new energy to Market 707, and celebrated the diversity of our neighbourhood through
food, art, culture, and performance. These moments of connection and celebration helped rebuild
social bonds and fostered a renewed sense of belonging in Alexandra Park and beyond.

Looking ahead, we are excited to move forward with community consultations and strategic
planning to inform the redevelopment of our centre and the surrounding area. This process will
shape our future and ensure that our space and services reflect the priorities, dreams, and lived
experiences of the communities we serve.

We extend our heartfelt thanks to our funders, partners, neighbours, volunteers, participants, and
staff. Your support and collaboration continue to drive our mission forward. Together, we are
creating a stronger, more inclusive, and thriving community for all.

Sincerely,
Herman Ellis Jr.
Executive Director
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Year In Review

+ 1,100+ SCCC members and over 2,000 community members were served through a wide
range of programs and services.

« A survey of 366 program participants found that nearly 73% attended SCCC programs weekly,
showing strong community engagement.

» Settlement Services supported over 1,200 clients, delivered 25 workshops and helped 300
community members file taxes.

« Over 4,000 seedlings were grown on site, with the help of 13 dedicated volunteers supporting
local food production.

« 1,522 visits were made by children to EarlyON summer programs, offering meaningful early
learning experiences.

« Over 250 seniors regularly participated in programs that supported connection, health, and
well-being.

« 200 Thanksgiving hampers were distributed to seniors in partnership with Hand Up Toronto,
addressing food insecurity.

+ 500 community members gathered in Alexandra Park for “See You Next Summer”, a BBQ and
live arts event supported by the TD Connecting Communities Fund.

+ 150 backpacks were distributed to school children, helping them start the school year prepared.

« Lunar New Year celebrations brought the community together and served over 200 meals.

+ The Kevin Lee Memorial Scholarship was launched, and the Aquaponics program was
renamed in his honour.

« The grand opening of the Alexandra Park Youth Lounge and NHL All-Star Legacy project
created a new space for youth to connect and thrive.

+ Youth wrote and performed original material at the See You Next Summer event in Alexandra
Park, showcasing their creativity.

« The Leader in Training (LIT) program welcomed 25 passionate youth, building leadership skills
and confidence.

» The Market 707 Series hosted “Patio Pop Ups” throughout the summer, activating public space
and drawing in visitors.

« 50 pairs of ice skates were distributed to youth, making winter recreation more accessible.

« The Arte Salads fundraiser raised $5,600 and distributed hundreds of bagged salads to
community members.

« WWE stars made a surprise visit to summer camp and generously donated to support youth
programming.

+ Youth Employment Services, MLSE, and Canadian Tire Jumpstart continued to be strong
partners in delivering impactful youth programs.

+ Our 70 community garden plots continued to promote food security and healthy eating.
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Early Years and Family Programming

Our Early Years programming continues to support young children and their families, proudly serving
over 600+ children and their parents/caregivers and offering a range of programs designed to foster
early childhood development, learning and connection. In 2024, our program offerings included:
- EarlyON: a FREE drop-in program that offers a welcoming and engaging environment for
children and their caregivers to learn through play, social interaction and parent-child bonding.
« Healthy Foundations: a FREE drop-in program that promotes physical movement, emotional,
and nutritional wellbeing for young children and their families.
- Family Math: a FREE program that encourages caregivers and children to explore
mathematical concepts together through fun and interactive activities.
« Parenting 1234: a FREE program for caregivers to gain insights into child development and
positive development techniques.
« Nobody’s Perfect: a FREE program where caregivers can share experiences and learn
from one another while addressing common parenting challenges and promoting positive
parenting practices.
« Steps to Learning: a FREE program, funded by United Way. Steps to Learning is an early
education program that supports low income/newcomer families who encounter financial
barriers to accessing school readiness programs.

i Children from Early ON program playing
with toys at the watertable.
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Steps to Learning
Program
participants
painting and
learning.
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In 2024, the Early Years continued to emphasize the importance of partnering with organizations that

aim to enhance the quality of its programming. From Toronto Public Library, Toronto Public Health, the
Native Canadian Centre of Toronto, the 519, Gerrard Resource Centre, St. Michael’s Hospital, Toronto
Western Hospital, Child Development Institute, speech and language experts, Toronto Metropolitan
University, Fanshawe College, Seneca College, engaging in professional development opportunities etc.,
these establishments have permitted and proven to exhibit advantageous program outcomes and results.
“Great staff, community feeling, conversations with parents, great relationships with kids, other parents, and staff”
“Staff are excellent, lots of resources, friendly participants, and a great location.”

“They have new activities everyday for kids.”

“They encourage children to explore their potential, encourage independence, and socialize.”

Children’s Programming

Children’s programming served over 300 participants this past year. The After School Kids Club
Program continued to have growing interest and new participants as well as offering the Walking
School Bus program which picks children up from two local schools. The University of Toronto
Mentoring Program and United for Literacy, formerly known as Frontier College, tutoring
programs continued in-person from Oct - May.

We held Summer Camp, PA Day camps, Winter Camp and March Break Camp. Summer Camp
continued to be in-person this year and included field trips to Wet & Wild, CN Tower, Toronto Zoo,
Downey'’s Farm, Halton Railway Museum, & outdoor swimming at various outdoor pools; First Aid
training course & educational workshops / training for summer camp staff on serving children
with diverse abilities. We had speakers come in from Geneva Centre & Variety Village.

“First of all, thank you for the fact that | feel calm at work, because | know that my child is under supervision, that
he is being picked up from school, that he will not be hungry.” (After school Kids Club parent)

“The staffs are nice. Coaches look nice.” (After school Kids Club & Sport parent)

“I like the afterschool programs & it's useful” (After school Kids Club & Sport parent)

Children doing arts and crafts.

BEFNERITERFIFIED,

Children’s summer camp on a field trip.
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Youth Programming

Throughout 2024, SCCC continued offering our Homework Tutoring program twice a week
whereby youth received support with addressing any homework, job application, resume,
and/or scholarship application needs.

The Leader in Training (LIT) program, hosts 25 youth to take part in leadership building
opportunities such as working with the camp staff to plan activities and part in skill building
workshops. Workshops include resume building, how to engage children with disabilities, stress
management, restorative justice, and financial literacy. This year, we were able to partner
alongside Youth Employment Services, MLSE, and Canadian Tire Jumpstart to offer a variety

of programs to diversify what the youth are exposed to.

At the start of the summer, the newly renovated youth lounge space saw more program use,
with a new partnership with The GreenLine project to run a summer long youth journalism
program where 8 participants have the chance to learn from real journalists and TMU professor
on how to capture a story while working on their own projects. Monday evenings we hosted
another 8 youth in a 10 week painting class developed by Falling Sky Studio artists who
facilitated these programs in Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, and other war torn countries. Their art
aims to bring out the personal stories of youth through mediation and mindfulness.

Throughout the summer months, SCCC continued to offer recreational programs including Kids
Ball Hockey, Youth Volleyball, Youth Basketball and Youth Ball Hockey. This year we have additionally
added Girls Soccer, Girls Ball Hockey and Girls Tennis in our line-up with our intention to develop
a stronger culture of bringing in more girls to participate in active recreation at the centre.

In the fall, we continued with our tradition of offering Kids and Youth recreational programs
every day of the week between 4 pm and 9 pm. Sports include Women'’s Boxing, Soccer, Girls
Tennis, Basketball, Table Tennis, and Ball Hockey. Other youth programs include newcomer
one-on-one mentorship sessions, Homework Tutoring, Youth Journalism program, Volunteering
opportunities, Scholarship/post-secondary application supports, field trips exploring different
career pathways, and more.

i = ja

LIT Youth and Summer Camp meeting WWE Superstars

Youth enjoying our basketball Ready to Rebound
during summer camp. program.
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Seniors and Older Adults Programming

SCCC’s programs for seniors and older adults continued to grow throughout 2024. As our senior
population increases, supporting wellness and aging in place has become more important than
ever. Our activities this year focused on increased access to physical literacy, health and wellness,
music, food, social activities, educational workshops, neighbourhood walks, and trips to cultural
sites around the city. 2024 found us hosting special events for over 300 seniors, as well as several
trips throughout the year including trips such as berry picking, visits to Niagara Falls,
Niagara-on-the-Lake, and the Butterfly Conservatory. Our vision for seniors hasn’t changed;

we want to continue to create a community where seniors can thrive, age with dignity,

and enjoy a vibrant, fulfilling life.

“I feel welcome and appreciated.”

“The staff are very concerned about people’s needs, respectful, always thinking of better ways of helping.”
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Seniors programming on a trip to Niagara Falls and the
Butterfly Conservatory.
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Seniors programming on a berry picking field trip.

ZENIMRBERRAED.

Seniors programming on a trip to High Park.
HFE NN B High Park.

Seniors programming on a trip to the Distillery District.
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Newcomer Settlement Services Program

In 2024, over 1,200 clients utilized services by the ISAP/NSSP office through both hybrid model, utilizing
phone, email, text messaging, virtual meetings, and in-person interactions with extra two part-time
Ukrainian and Russian speaking staff. Our settlement staff adapted to the challenges of low digital
literacy and language barriers, finding innovative ways to communicate with clients who previously
relied on in-person services. The staff conducted many workshops including sessions on seasonal Tax
Return information and annual Citizenship Test Study Guide series. The hybrid model has been
particularly beneficial for newcomers who were unable to attend workshops due to work, school,
caregiving responsibilities, have school age children or transportation issues as living in GTA and outside
core. Now, with these flexible options, clients have more opportunities to participate in our services.

“Ididn’t realize that | could still continue my schooling before attending your session. My dreams of becoming a nurse

were gone because | didn’t know how to continue from where | stopped in my home country”

Fair” event

Newcomers from November 2024 “Newcomers Welcome

!

University of Toronto Newcomers Tour

ZERERFHBRSUESN.

2024118 “FHHRUKUES” HEHFHFBER.
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List of Programs Ij]H— g

Adult/General Programs & Services:

- Aquaponics 707

- Ball Hockey

- Basketball

- Community Gardens

- Roots and Shoots

- FoodFit

- Pathways to Growth

- Urban Agriculture Workshops

- Health Clinic

- Primary Care (Health Services)

- Newcomer Orientation Workshops

- Newcomer Services Settlement
Program (NSSP)

- Nonnina's Table

- PAID (Identification Clinic)

- Tax Clinics

- Weight Training

- Women's Self Defense

- Self Defense

- Sewing Classes

- Clothing Repair Clinics

Youth Programs:

- Newcomer Youth Program

- Leaders-in-Training Program

- Newcomer Tutoring

- Sports Programs & Leagues

- Investing in our Diversity
Scholarship Workshop

- Market 707 Youth Journalism
Outpost

-Women'’s Boxing

Beyond Boundaries :

- Drama Interact Program

- Flavours of Diversity
Community Kitchen

- Swim & Social Barrier-Free
Swim

- Drama Interact Summer
Camp

Child and Family Programs:

- EarlyON Child and Family Centre

- Indoor Park

- Healthy Foundations

- Family Math

- Steps to Learning

- Parenting 1234

- Nobody'’s Perfect

- Afterschool Recreation:Kids Boxing, Ball
Hockey, Soccer, Badminton, Basketball,
Biking, Tennis, Dance

- Afterschool Kids Club: Arts & Crafts,
Homework Club

- Walking School Bus

- U of T Mentorship

- Saturday Kids Club

- March Break, Summer, & Winter Camps

- Children’s Halloween and Winter
Holiday Events

Beyond Boundaries

Last year Swim and Social met every Tuesday and Thursday from 6-8pm from September - June.
The group consists of 8-10 members. Every Wednesday the group meets at 12pm for Flavours of
Diversity where each week they cook different dishes, socialize and learn about using kitchen
equipment and creating meals from scratch. Beyond Boundaries also encampasses a Drama Interact

Summer Camp Program.

Activities and outings in 2024

- Arts and Crafts

Board Games
Video Games
Movie Night

Arts and Crafts catered to specific holidays that are celebrated at the Centre

Outings to Blue Jays Games, Cirque du Soleil, High Park, AGO, ROM, cherry picking , Toronto Island.

“Michael has taught me how to be more independent at home and has helped me come out of comfort zone by

making new friends through Beyond Boundaries.”

Drama Interact Summer Camp on a field trip

HREIEHESEMSY.

Social and Economic

Innovation Programs:

- Curb Lane Cafe (Cafe TO)

- Commercial Kitchen

- Market 707

- Newcomer Entrepreneurship Hub
(NEH)

- Stitch Lab

- Women'’s Entrepreneurship Hub
(WE-Hub)

Beyond Boundaries Group learning about urban agriculture

“EHNR NAFIEHRELR.

Special Events:

- Theatre in the Park

- Black History Month Celebration

- Christmas / Holiday Meal and
Celebration

- Diwali Celebration

- Fall Fair

- Iftar Dinner

- International Women'’s Day

- Lunar New Year (including Red
Envelopes for Seniors)

- Newcomer Fair

- Spring Pop Up Market

- Vaccination Clinics

- WeHub Diversity Day

- Girls & Women in Sport Week

- Investing in Diversity Scholarship
20th Anniversary Alumni Dinner

- Community BBQs

- Thanksgiving Food Hampers

- Eid Food Hampers

- Social Medicine Farmer Market
w/ UHN

Seniors Programs:

- Aging related workshops

- Arts and Crafts

- ceramics, painting

- Bingo Club

- Civic and Cultural Excursions

- Healthcare Information
Workshops

- Holiday Food Hampers

- Mandarin Choir Group

- Computer Support

- Seniors Dance Fitness

- Seniors Line Dance

- Seniors Technology Classes

- Spanish Speaking Seniors Group

- Tai Chi Drop-In

- Tai-Chi Sword
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Urban Agriculture and Food Justice

In 2024, Scadding Court Community Centre’s Urban Agriculture and Food Justice programs
continued to create meaningful opportunities for learning, food access, and community building.
With the support of community members, staff, volunteers, and partners, we deepened our
impact by expanding education initiatives, improving local food security, and fostering local
leadership.

This year, we offered over 70 community garden plots through our Community Garden
Program. Gardeners grew a variety of vegetables, herbs, and flowers, and shared the harvest
with their families and neighbours. Residents from the local Women'’s Residence also
maintained a dedicated garden plot. As the season came to a close, gardeners expressed
gratitude for the space to grow food and reconnect with the land.

Our Seedling Production Initiative saw over 4000 seedlings grown in the greenhouses with
the support of dedicated volunteers. The seedlings were sold at our annual Seedling Saturday
event and through online sales, raising over $2000 in support of our programs. To support local
food security initiatives, seedlings were donated to local organizations, including Fort York Food
Bank, Alexandra Park Community Centre, and Women'’s Residence.

Educational programming grew significantly in 2024. Our new Sow and Grow program, offered
in partnership with APNLC, gave adults hands-on gardening experience and covered topics such
as soil preparation, planting, and garden maintenance. Participants reported that they enjoyed
sharing knowledge and harvesting food together. Our Roots and Shoots program engaged
community members of all ages in maintaining food and pollinator gardens and offered
peer-led workshops on topics like Hiigelkultur beds, pollinator planting, and seed saving. We
also piloted a Microgreens Workshop Series and hosted a vermicomposting workshop led
by FoodShare, giving participants hands-on skills to grow and recycle food at home.

We continued our collaboration with academic institutions and artists to promote innovation
and awareness in urban agriculture. Students from the University of Toronto conducted soil
sampling to study carbon storage in urban gardens. In collaboration with the Oasis Skateboard
Factory, we began designing a mural for our Urban Farm Hub. We were also featured at the arte
Mart fundraiser, where 100% of art sale proceeds supported our programming.

Pathways to Growth, offered in partnership with APNLC, wrapped up its final successful cohort
in spring 2024. The program provided participants with hands-on gardening in our greenhouse,
digital literacy sessions, food skills workshops, and field trips to urban farms. Many participants
moved on to employment, further education, or volunteer roles in the urban agriculture sector.

Food Fit, our 12-week health and food literacy program sponsored by Community Food Centres
Canada, supported participants with healthy eating and physical activity. This year’s cohort
engaged in cooking sessions and shared meals, and participated in yoga, Latin dance, and
meditation. Participants reported feeling more connected to their community and empowered
to make lasting changes to their health.

11
We also supported food access through our partnership with the HandUp Food Hamper

program, helping to distribute over 300 salad kits and 75 seedlings through six food hamper

events. We hosted multiple community events including a summer Community BBQ series

attended by over 300 residents and took part in the Community Food Centres Canada Food
Summit, where our staff gained valuable insights on climate-resilient gardening and food justice
practices.

We are proud of what we accomplished in 2024 and are deeply grateful to our community, staff,
volunteers, and partners for making it all possible.

What participants say about our programs:

“Getting access to a plot via Scadding Court’s urban agriculture program last summer gave me a refuge from my
small, stifling apartment. As someone who has felt trapped indoors and online since the peak of the pandemic,
the garden has helped me to experience a slower, more mindful pace of living. It has also been a blessing to meet
some neighbours in the community!”

“Participating in a community garden gave me a connection and a sense of belonging. Regularly visiting and
caring for the garden plot provided me with mindful engagement and deeper appreciation for mother nature.
| enjoyed opportunities for social interaction and support.”

“Volunteering with the urban agriculture program has been a rewarding experience—it’s inspiring to see how it
brings the community together, enhances people’s knowledge and skills in growing vegetables, and contributes

to a greener environment.”

Volunteers at the seedy giveaway.

SEESSMTEEE.

Participants in the
microgreen pro-

gram.
MR S
5%,

Vermi - composting with Foodshare
Vermilil H——X5 Foodshare& {Ei{THERR













